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and riots in connection with the ballot, and by the violence of
the parliamentary debates and newspaper articles.

At first the contention for possession of power lay between the
old parties. The advantage remained with the English and
French parties, who had established a Western constitution and
maintained the Catholic King, in spite of the Russian party.
The French party then took the ministry (1844) and kept it.
This caused trouble with the English government. On account
of Don Pacifico, a Portuguese Jew and an English subject,
whose house was pillaged in a riot in 1850, England sent a fleet
to blqckade the Piraeus.

The Crimean war revolutionized Greek politics. The Greeks
hoped for a chance to complete their territory through the war;
they sent volunteers and arms to the Greek insurgents in Thes-
saly (1854). But England and France were unwilling to have
the Ottoman Empire curtailed. French troops came to occupy
the Piraeus from 1854 to 1857. Greece was forced to accept
peace with the Sultan and to promise to pay off the debt. Rus-
sia did nothing for Greece, preferring to protect the Slavic
peoples.

The conduct, of Greece's former guardians ruined the French,
English, and Russian parties and completed Otto's unpopularity;
he was reproached with having offered no resistance to- Europe.
The new division was between the court party and the demo-
cratic party. The court minister (Miaoulis, 1857-62), who main-
tained himself by " managing " the elections, became so unpopu-
lar that the army finally turned against the King. The soldiers
revolted during the absence of the King and plundered the royal
palace. A provisional government, composed of democrats, con-
voked a national assembly, which voted to dethrone Otto (1862).

The Greeks used this revolution to gain an increase of terri-
tory. The Ionian Isles, governed since 1815 by English gov-
ernors, had a Greek population which had not ceased to ask an-
nexation to the kingdom, and had even attempted revolts (1848-
4gX In 1862 England decided to give them to Greece, should
the new King please her. The Greeks hastened to elect Prince
Alfred, who refused; then they chose the English candidate, a
son of Christian of Glucksburg, Crown Prince of Denmark. He
became George I. in 1863. The Ionian Isles were annexed, and
the University of Corfu was joined with that of Athens.

The Constitution of 1864 established liberty of the press and
abolisheS the Senate. All the parliamentary power was centred